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is’of the sclerous type, i.e., of slow evolution and compatible
with prolonged survival. In the words of Professor Landouzy,
" The little finger of a patient tells his past, shows his

temperament, and foretells his future."

PLAGUE ON THE GOLD COAST.

IN another column of this issue there will be found an

advertisement from the Colonial Office stating that six

medical men are wanted for plague duty on the Gold Coast.
The terms as tersely put in the advertisement are, "six

months’ engagement, free passages to and fro, tra-

velling expenses paid, camp equipment and tents pro-
vided ; pay &pound;50 a month," while experience in plague
duty is naturally desired. The forms of application
may be obtained before March 7th from the Assistant
Private Secretary, Colonial Office, Downing-street, S. W.
The decision of the Government to send extra medical help
to the Gold Coast must not be taken to indicate that
the outbreak has reached alarming dimensions. On the

contrary, with the exception of a few cases at a small
coast town called Brewa, the disease is still confined to
Accra where it began early in January. The latest

reports give a mortality of one, two, and three a day,
and since the beginning the mortality has never exceeded
six in one day. As has been already announced in our

columns, Professor W. J. R. Simpson, M.D., was despatched
to Accra with an assistant at the beginning of the year, and
very energetic measures have been taken ; but the available
medical staff is felt not to be sufficient to enable a close
watch to be kept over the various towns on the coast which
are at present free from infection, b&ugr;t where, as a measure
of precaution, it is very desirable to have competent
observers stationed so as to detect at the outset any cases
or suspected cases of plague. Hence the demand for

special officers is a valuable preventive measure, and we trust
that the Government will have no difficulty in obtaining
what is sought. -

DEAR BUTTER.

THE substantial advance in the price of pure butter will
come as a hardship to many families. Accounts are more or

less conflicting as to the causes which have led to the

increased price, but two factors have been mentioned as re-
sponsible, one of which is a shortage in the supply, and
the other fresh legislation in regard to the sale of butter

substitutes. We are inclined to, attribute the rise in price
entirely to the new Butter and Margarine Act which came
into force on the first day of this year. If we are right in
this view, then the conclusion is inevitable that enormous

quantities of foreign fat have been sold in the past as

genuine butter. The new Act, in short, is the death-blow
to this dealing, and the fact that the supply of genuine
butter has become short is significant. The effect should be
a great stimulus to the genuine butter industry and we
have little doubt that the demand for genuine butter will
be more than adequately met as the position is accepted.
Meanwhile the public need not suffer any shortage in regard
to that most important element in diet, namely, fat. It may
be true that genuine butter fat is the most digestible of all
fats, but there can be little doubt that many of the sub-

stitutes are nearly if not quite as good in this respect.
Margarine, cotton-seed and other vegetable oils, and dripping
are perfectly wholesome and palatable substances and afford
good human food. It is no argument against their use
for dietetic purposes that certain of them have been

employed wherewith to adulterate butter. The question
never has been that these substitutes were injurious
or unfit for food; it was purely one of misrepresentation.
They were sold entirely or in part as butter when they
were not butter, and that fact alone has created a

! prejudice against them as articlas of food-a prejudice
which we hope will disappear now that the sale of the

genuine article has been placed on a satisfactory basis. We
welcome this new Act because it is an Act calculated to

make things what they seem, and the present dear price of
genuine butter will, we are inclined to think, be only
temporary. -

KING EDWARD’S HOSPITAL FUND FOR LONDON.

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, at the suggestion of the

Executive Committee of King Edward’s Hospital Fund for
London, has decided to appoint a committee to inquire into
the system prevailing in the London voluntary hospitals with
regard to the admission of out-patients. We learn this fact
with pleasure, for provided that the committee be well chosen
its pronouncement upon the best way of dealing with the
acknowledged troubles of hospital abuse might be regarded
in some sort as authoritative. The evils of hospital abuse
are many and are not apparently on the decrease, but

great difference of opinion exists, even among those who
have studied the problems most closely, as to the direction
in which remedy should be sought, this difference being
equally present whether the right of the sick poor or the
wrongs of the exploited medical profession are under con..
sideration. We are informed that in view of the fact that
some portion of the subject of inquiry by such a committee
would probably fall within the subjects to be reported upon
by the Royal Commission on the Poor-laws the committee
will not be appointed until that Commission has reported.

The Department of Public Health of Queensland, in a
bulletin dated Jan. llth, states that no case of plague in man
has occurred since Jan. 1st. The Acting Governor of -the
Gold Coast, in a telegram received at the Colonial Office on
Feb. 13th, states that the total number of deaths from plague
at Accra for the three days ending Feb. 12th were 5. The
new cases numbered 6. Further telegrams received re-

spectively on Feb. 14th and 15th state that 1 death occurred
from plague at Accra on Feb. 13th and 1 on Feb. 14th. No

fresh cases had been notified.

As we have already announced, the 135th anniversary
dinner of the Medical Society of London will take place
at the Whitehall Rooms, H6tel M&eacute;tropole, London, on
March llth, under the chairmanship of the President of the
society, Dr. J. Kingston Fowler. Applications for tickets
should be made to the honorary secretaries, Dr. F. J.

Poynton and Mr. T. H. Kellock, 11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-
square, W. 

-

FAVOURED for the greater part of his short visit with good
weather for the time of year, His Majesty the King derived
great benefit from his week’s stay at Brighton. His Majesty’s
personal assurance that he had benefited by his stay has been
made public, as well as his hope to pay another visit to

Brighton. -

Mr. Charters J. Symonds delivered the second Lettsomian
Lecture for 1908 before the Medical Society of London on
Feb. 17th, the President, Dr. J. K. Fowler, being in the chair.
This lecture will be published in THE LANCET in a future
issue.

CREMATORIUM FOR ST. PETERSBURG. - The
president of the sanitary committee has submitted his report
to the St. Petersburg town council in favour of the establish-
ment of a crematorium in the town to be used with due
regard to the interests of justice and in fulfilment only of the
testamentary instructions of such deceased persons as may
have decided to be cremated.


